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Christmas Bells 
By Kathryn Kilgore Eastman 


OFTLY ring, ye Christmas bells; 
Ring your low, sweet lullabies; 
He who came from Heaven’s glory 
In a humble manger lies. 


Sadly ring, ye Christmas bells; 

Ring with slow and solemn breath; 
He who came from Heaven’s glory 
Hangs upon a cross—in death. 


Wildly ring, ye Christmas bells, 

Over mountain, plain, and wave; 
He who came from Heaven’s glory 
Has arisen from the grave. 


Gently ring, ye Christmas bells; 
Ring with loving, pleading call; 
He who came from Heaven’s glory 
. Offers life and peace to all. 


Loudly ring, ye Christmas bells; 
Ring with hope and peace again; 
He who came from Heaven’s glory 
Shall return to rule and reign. 


ve 


When They Say... 


Is it right to be utterly careless of 
what others think of us? There are 
some who boast that it makes no dif- 
ference to them what others think, but 
few sane and thoughtful people would 
say that. A man who is literally and 
entirely indifferent to what others think 
of him is likely to find himself before 
long working entirely alone. A great 
deal depends on the point at issue. The 
clothes a man wears when he is chopping 
Wood or working in his garden are cer- 
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tainly more comfortable than his busi- 
ness suit, but he doesn’t wear them to 
the office or to church. He makes a 
concession in a small matter to custom 
and public opinion. First names are used 
in a family and among friends, but not 
among mere acquaintances; certain table 
manners are observed, not always be- 
cause they are most convenient, but be- 
cause they have been generally accepted. 
Words and actions cannot always be 
judged merely by asking whether or not 
they are sinful, for some things which 
are quite appropriate in one place are 
utterly inappropriate in another. There 
are certain customs and conventionalities 
that have grown up in our modern 
society and which are quite proper to 
observe, for if we did not we should 
soon have chaos. Christians above all 
others should be careful to be courteous 
and not to give unnecessary offense. 
When Paul said, “For do I now per- 
suade men, or God? or do I seek to 
please men? for if I yet pleased men, 
I should not be the servant of Christ” 
(Gal. 1:10), he was dealing with prin- 
ciples, in particular, the serious conflict 
between law and grace that had sprung 
up in the Galatian church. Again, when 
he said, “But with me it is a very small 
thing that I should be judged of you, 
or of man’s judgment: yea, I judge not 
mine own self” (1 Cor. 4:3), he was 
dealing with principles—in this case, 


% 


particularly the faithfulness of stewards 
or ministers. But Paul also, by inspira- 
tion, wrote these words: “I am made 
all things to all men, that I might. by 
all nfeans save some” (1 Cor, , 9:22); 
“Giving no offence in any thing, that 
the ministry be not blamed: but in all 
things approving ourselves as the min- 
isters of God .. .” (2 Cor. 6:3, 4); “Ab- 
stain from all appearance of evil” (1 
Thess. 5:22). We must remember that 
“none of us liveth to himself, and no 
man dieth to himself” (Rom. 14:7), Each 
has a sphere of influence, however small 
it may be, and it is every Christian’s 
duty to bear himself under all circum- 
stances in a way that will adorn the 
Gospel. If we take a certain course of 
action on principle, after having done 
our best to find the will of God through 
prayer and light from the Bible, then 
we need not fear what men may say. 
But if no moral issue is involved, and it 
is merely a question of how we say or 
do a thing, then we ought to avoid the 
appearance of evil and giving occasion 
for stumbling. Real courtesy and tact 
spring from genuine thoughtfulness and 
concern for others. When we have this, 
coupled with a sincere desire te glorify 
God in our words and actions, we are 
not likely to offend others. At the same 
time, we can be freed from the fear of 
men, for we shall be thinking of their 
good and God’s glory. 
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When the Wind Is Sown 


ernistic teaching in Sunday school 

comes from an unexpected quar- 
ter. Hampton M. Jarrell, Professor of 
English at Winthrop College, the South 
Carolina state college for women, diag- 
noses the trouble in his article, “Sunday 
Schools Don’t Teach,” in the December 
issue of the Atlantic Monthly. He probes 


A SURPRISING indictment of mod- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“But the Lord will be the hope 
of his people, and the strength of 
the children of Israel” (Joel 3:16). 




















to the root of the trouble, and even hints 
at the remedy. 

Professor Jarrell gave a Bible test to 
thirty-four juniors and seniors “in a 
woman’s college in what is sometimes 
called the Bible Belt.” He asked the 
class to give what information they could 
about Benjamin, Abraham, Potiphar, Ha- 
man, Jonathan, Saul, Simon the Zealot, 
Pontius Pilate, Lazarus, and Lot, Here 
are some of the answers he got: “Lot 
took his son to be sacrificed for Jesus. 
Abraham lost the Jews. Lot had a 
brother, Cain.” He says that all the 
students were native American Protes- 
tants, most had attended Sunday school 
and church, and some had taken part 
in young people’s activities. “No stu- 
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dent got all the names right, though two 
missed only one. One student succeeded 
in getting all ten wrong. Half the class had 
no correct association with six or more 
of the ten names. Fifteen or more out 
of the thirty-four students could offer 
only a blank for every one of the ten 
names except Pontius Pilate, which only 
three missed.” 

As he talked later with individuals, 
Professor Jarrell concluded that few 
“have any clear notion of what they be- 
lieve or why they believe it.” Answer- 
ing the skeptic who argues that it doesn’t 
matter whether the people know the 
Bible or not, Professor Jarrell says, “For 
my own part, I am convinced that it 
does matter... . A person needs to be 
aware of where his knowledge ends — 
where all knowledge must end—and 
where his faith begins. He must under- 
stand the nature of his faith so that 
he can defend it against the honest 
doubts in his own mind as well as 
against the arguments of those who will 
try to shake it... . A strong, sane re- 
ligious sentiment . . . can predominate 
only if there is a sound intellectual basis. 
for its faith so that mind and spirit can 
function as allies, not as antagonists.” 

Professor Jarrell looked into the cause 
of this appalling ignorance on the col- 
lege level and discovered several things. 
He believes “that all but a few are get- 
ting no foundation at all” for their faith, 
and “they aren’t learning because nobody 
is teaching them.” A senior, “who had 
shown no knowledge whatsoever of 
seven out of the ten personalities listed 
in my test,” who happens, writes Dr. 
Jarrell, “to belong to my own denomina- 
tion, Methodist,” said: “It makes me 
mad as fire when I think of the time 
I spent going to Sunday school and then 
realize how ignorant I am about the 
Bible and my own religion.” Dr, Jar- 
rell “secured copies of all Sunday school 
literature currently in use in my local 
church from the primary department 
through classes for young people in their 
early twenties,” and he read it all. He 
found nothing at all in it about the Old 
Testament and “did not find any syste- 
matie or consecutive presentation of the 
teachings of Christ... . The very foun- 
dation of our ethical and religious think- 
ing as it evolved through the Old and 
New Testaments was virtually ignored.” 
There was “no defense or explanation 
of religious faith as such, no basis for 
belief in the reality and significance of 
spiritual experience.” The material 
“gave the reader no help in understand- 
ing why he might want to be a Christian 
rather than, say, a Hindu or Buddhist. 
A Protestant rather than a Catholic. A 
Methodist rather than a Baptist or Pres- 
byterian.” 

Professor Jarrell then took up what 
was taught in the Sunday school lesson 
material which he examined, since it 
taught “little about the Bible or re- 
ligious doctrine.” He found that “they 
teach sociology, political science, eco- 
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nomics, and international relations, all 
with an assurance of divine authority 
which makes easy the solution of the 
most complex social problems. The 
Bible, particularly the New Testament, 
serves largely as a grab bag of argu- 
ments for or against whatever current 
practice or ideology the writer is de- 
fending or attacking.” A number of 
teachers “expressed disgust with the les- 
son materials provided.” Said one 
teacher: “I get sick and tired of teach- 
ing my children how to stop all strikes 
one Sunday and how to ensure universal 
peace the next. I know I don’t know 
anything about it, and I doubt if the 
ones who write the lessons know much 


.more.” Professor Jarrell concludes that 


“too much Sunday school literature is 
directed toward the solution of current 
problems instead of towards instruction 
in the Bible”; that “a major emphasis on 
the external welfare rather than on the 
spirit of-man, particularly in the re- 
ligious education of the young, entails 
grave consequences.” Our leaders rec- 
ognize the value of Christian principles 
and of education. Finally, asks Profes- 
sor Jarrell, “Why can’t we get the two 
ideas together and educate our children 
in the fundamentals of Christian prin- 
ciples?” 

So a professor of English, writing in 
a solid old magazine widely read by 
intellectuals, turns up painful evidence 
of Modernistic teaching in our Sunday 
schools, and touches the fringes of the 
real heart of the trouble and the remedy. 
Though he evidently does not want to 
be classed among the Fundamentalists 
himself, yet he has rendered a service 
to the cause of sound teaching in the 
Sunday school. 

Though the two articles have no con- 
nection, yet it is interesting that at the 
same time there should be a startling edi- 
torial by Chester Saxby in the December 
2 issue of the Saturday Evening Post on 
the appalling lawlessness in our public 
schools. It is called, “It Looks as Though 
the Kids were Running Away Hell Bent 
with the Schoolhouse.” The insubordi- 
nation, insolence, and vandalism which 
he describes are a direct result of the 
breakdown of discipline in the home, the 
abandoning of old-fashioned family wor- 
ship, and the failure of the Sunday 
school. Mr, Saxby may realize this, but 
he does not say so. He levels his attack 
at the violent symptoms of the same 
disease which Professor Jarrell has dis- 
covered in milder form, and both come 
from the same root: deliberate rejection 
of the beneficent laws that God has laid 
down in His Word for the training of 
children and young people. The situa- 
tion is parallel to that set forth by the 
Prophet Hosea when, speaking for God 
concerning Israel’s defection, he said: 
“For they have sown the wind, and they 
shall reap the whirlwind: it hath no 
stalk: the bud shall yield no meal: if 
so be it yield, the strangers shall swal- 
low it up” (8:7). 





December 23, 1950 


The sad thing is that when journals 
like the Atlantic Monthly and the Satur. 
day Evening Post speak out on these con- 
ditions, the world listens, agrees that 
they are appalling and that something 
ought to be done, but will nct accept the 
only sure remedy. But when papers like 
the Evangelical Christian, the Moody 
Monthly, the King’s Business, Christian 
Victory, the Sword of the Lord, United 
Evangelical Action, the Christian Bea- 
con, Prophecy Monthly, The Bible Today, 
The Sunday School Times, and many 
other Christian periodicals point out the 
same conditions and the remedy, the 
world turns a deaf ear, or simply scoffs 
at them as Fundamentalists and obscur- 
antists. But some of these papers have 
for decades been furnishing sound helps 
on Sunday school lessons, and all have 
been proclaiming the truths of God's 
Wcird. And they are only a part of 
the great company that God has raised 
up in this land to preach and teach 
the Bible, which “is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 
3:16). Then there are the good publish. 
ing houses, such as the American Sun- 
day-School Union, Philadelphia; the Gos- 
pel Publishing House, Springfield, Mo.; 
the Gospel Light Publishing Company, 
Hollywood, Calif., the Union Gospel 
Press, Cleveland; the Scripture Press, 
Chicago; Christian Publications, New 
York City; the J. F. May Press, Hayward, 
Calif.; and many others, which are regu- 
larly producing attractive, well-edited, 
and Scriptural lesson helps for all de- 
partments. There are the Christian col- 
leges, Bible institutes, Christian confer- 
ences, radio broadcasts, summer camps, 
the Child Evangelism Fellowship and the 
Bible Club Movement, the Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship in the colleges, and 
back of them, hundreds of sound churches 
and thousands of Christian homes where 


(Continued on page 1127) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Giving the Gospel 
to Korean Soldiers 


Dr. William H. Chisholm, well 
known.to many Times readers and an 
experienced medical missionary to Ko- 
rea, who is now back in that country, is 
in a strategic position to preach the 
Gospel and distribute portions of Scrip- 
ture among Korean soldiers. The fol- 
lowing air mail letter from Dr. Chis- 
holm presents a real challenge to Times 
readers: for their prayer and financial 
support: 

Recently I sent you a circular in 
which I mentioned that I had written 
to General MacArthur asking for per- 
mission to have Gospels of John, in 
the Korean language, sent over from 
Japan. I have just received a reply 
to my letter which was turned over to 


(Continued on page 1117) 
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Lesson for January 7 


both God and man. But the 

world’s greatest gift, the greatest 
of God’s great gifts to man, was an- 
nounced to the humble shepherds who 
kept their flocks by night on the Judean 
hillsides that first Christmas morning. 
“And, lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were 
sore afraid. And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall 
be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying 
in a manger” (Luke 2:9-12). 

“The babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger” was God in 
human flesh appearing, the world’s great- 
est Christmas gift, the greatest gift of 
all time, God’s superlative love gift for 
the redemption of a ruined race. Few 
realized the greatness of that gift then. 
The shepherds did, directed to His man- 
ger crib by the angelic host; the Wise 
Men likewise, led to His infant feet by 
a mysterious star. Simeon and Anna 
were apprised by the Holy ‘Spirit that 
He was the “Consolation of Israel” and 
the world’s Redeemer. But to the mass 
of mankind He was just an obscure babe, 
the son of one Joseph and his wife, 
Mary. 

It is largely the same today. Although 
millions have bowed in submission be- 
fore the Son of God and received His 
salvation, by the vast majority of peo- 
ple God’s great gift is ignored and set 
at nought, as not worthy of time or 
consideration. Other far less valuable 
gifts, gifts that are merely cheap baubles, 
here today and gone tomorrow, are ac- 
cepted and valued at great price, while 
the Son of God, God’s greatest gift, is 


Gm gifts have been given by 


‘set aside and rejected. Let us consider 


several reasons why it was the greatest 
gift. 
I. Gop’s Girt Was PROMPTED 
By a UNIVERSAL LOVE 


The motive of love gives worth to any 
gift. “God so loved ... that he gave.” 
A lavish present without love is a paltry 
thing. God’s redemptive provision for 
the human race was born in His heart 
of infinite love. “God is love” (1 John 
4:8). No one but He could love with 
@ universal love. No one but He could 
love everyone in the world and love 
them despite their sins and their faults. 

Our greatest difficulties come over this 
Matter of love. Most people find it quite 
a task to love all their relatives and 
friends, much less their enemies. But 
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God's Greatest Gift 


"For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
- only begotten Son...” (John 3:16) 


If you know John 3:16, and have 
accepted the gift of God’s Son, you will 
be glad once again at this Christmas 
season to meditate on the depths of 
its meaning. If you have not yet 
taken Him as your Saviour, what 
better time to do it than now? Dr. 
Unger, Professor of Semitics and Old 
Testament at Dallas Theological 
Seminary, gives three reasons why 
God’s gift of His Son is the world’s 
greatest gift, and shows how it fits 
every one of man’s needs. 








because love is God’s essential nature, 
He has found it possible to love every 
individual in the world. The glory of 
John 3:16 is not that God so loved the 
lovely, the kind, and the loveable, but 
that “God so loved the world” — the 
world that hated and crucified Him, the 
world that still rejects His love. And 
what immeasurable depths of that love 
never sounded or known are revealed in 
the word “so”! “God so loved the world” 
that He gave Heaven’s most priceless 
treasure to redeem it, 

If unsaved people everywhere would 
realize that God really loves them, and 
that His every overture and plan for 
the human race is founded on the ten- 
derest affection, they would flee to Him 
for salvation as a child in peril spon- 
taneously flees to the arms of a loving 
parent. Unfortunately God’s matchless 
heart of love is commonly misrepre- 
sented by the foes of truth. Ungodly 
men customarily picture God as a venge- 
ful tyrant delightedly casting those who 
hate Him into hell, and they imagine 
that because they hate God, God hates 
them. 

There could be no greater slander on 
the divine character or grosser misun- 
derstanding of the divine nature. God 
loves not only those who love Him, but 
those who hate Him as well. The truth 
of His universal love could not possibly 
be stated more clearly — “God so loved 
the world,” not “God so hated.” The 
gift of His only begotten Son, moreover, 
is the unanswerable proof of His love. 
Unbelievers fondly imagine that the doc- 
trine of hell and eternal punishment 
is at variance with the truth of God’s 
love. But not so! The reason God 
gave His only begotten Son was to save 
men from hell, “that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” 

Men frequently forget that God is not 
only a God of love but a God of infinite 
holiness as well, and that the eternal 
One cannot compromise His holiness at 
the expense of His love. The truth is 
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often lost sight of that the place of pun- 
ishment called hell is rendered neces- 
sary because of God’s holiness. Men 
need not go to that fearful place, but 
they must go there if they reject the Son 
of God as Saviour. But man’s sinful 
rejection of Christ does not minimize 
or change God’s love for them. It merely 
necessitates the inexorable outworking 
of His holiness when His love is spurned. 

Meanwhile, whether accepted or 
spurned, God’s matchless love in its in- 
finite sweep extends to the entire world 
and embraces every member of Adam's 
ruined race. A gift motivated by such a 
changeless, universal love possesses in- 
comparable value. 


II. Gop’s Girt Is a UNIVERSAL GIFT 

God’s gift is suited to every type of 
person, This is the glory of God's pres- 
ent to a sinful world. The Lord Jesus 
meets the need of every sinner because 
He was given for the sinner. He meets 
the need of the black man of Africa as 
well as the Eskimo of the Northland. He 
is the same gift for the cannibal of the 
Fiji Islands as the banker in Wall Street. 
He is adapted to the need of the drunk- 
ard in the mire as the refined moralist 
in the church. Gifts often are of little 
or no value because they are unsuited 
to the recipient. Yet God has provided 
a gift that meets the need of every liv- 
ing soul from the cradle to the grave. 

God’s gift is suited to every kind of 
need. There are gifts that are valuable 
in themselves, but have little value to 
the recipient because they are not 
adapted to his particular needs. A fine 
automobile might be given to a shut-in, 
but he could scarcely enjoy such a gift 
himself. A handsome suit of clothes 
might be given to one entirely too small 
to fill it, and so it would be useless. 

It is not so with this wonderful, all- 
inclusive gift of God. Jesus is light for 
those in darkness, sight for those who 
are blind. He is a Physician for the sick, 
a Comforter for the sorrowing, a Guide 
of the lost, and Saviour for the sinner, 
a Lover for the heart-broken, a Friend 
for the friendless, a Shepherd for the 
sheep, a Rock of refuge for the fearful, 
a Parent for the orphan, a Burden-bearer 
for the oppressed, Shelter for the storm- 
tossed, Bread for the hungry, Water for 
the thirsty, Rest for the weary. How 
superlatively adequate and adaptable is 
this wonderful gift of God! 

God’s gift suits. every circumstance 
and condition. Various gifts are given 
for different occasions or to meet vary- 
ing conditions. You give a drowning 
man help, not food. You give a starving 
man food, not a life-preserver. Circum- 
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stances alter the nature of gifts. You 
give one gift at a wedding, another on 
a birthday, another at Christmas. But 
this glorious gift of God adapts itself 
to the condition of the recipient. To 
the libertine it brings emancipation from 
lust. To the thief it grants freedom 
from the desire to steal. To the moral- 
ist, trusting in self amd good works, it 
brings true salvation founded on the 
finished work of Christ. Our Lord 
Jesus, like the Apostle Paul, was made 
all things unto all men that He might 
save some. 


God’s gift suits every age and time. 
Unlike other presents, God’s gift of sal- 
vation never gets out-of-date or fashion. 
It is just as much in style now as in the 
first century, and just as needful and 
valuable. Other gifts change in their 
value or usefulness according to the 
customs of the day. In the past century 
the gift of a horse and buggy would 
have been considered a magnanimous 
act of generosity — now a practical joke. 
Once the gift of a kerosene lamp would 
have been timely and useful—now it 
could scarcely be considered more than 
a relic for a museum, 

God’s gift, however, is different. It 
is ever new, ever fresh, ever useful. 
The Lord Jesus beautifies and satisfies 
the heart in the twentieth century as in 
all other centuries. Other gifts adorn 
only the outward appearance of the re- 
cipient, but this gift fills the life with 
sweetest graces, as well as endowing the 
child of God with calm and composure. 
Other gifts fade with the passing of 
time, but this gift becomes more resplen- 
dent as the years go by. 

Sometimes gifts are given which do 
not please the one to whom they are 
given. The size is not correct, the color 
not appropriate, or the style is not pleas- 
ing. But no one who has ever received 
the Lord Jesus can ever find fault with 
Him, the sinless Son of God. Most 
earthly gifts deteriorate with time and 
use. Cities disintegrate and become 
buried in the sands of the desert. Ships 
strike dangerous reefs and sink in the 
depths of the sea. Strong men sicken 
and die. Palaces decay and fall to ruin. 
Trees, stalwart and spreading, wither 
and rot. But God’s gift in Christ is 
incorruptible and undefiled, unaffected 
by the ravages of time, always available, 
always supremely valuable, 

Moreover, God’s gift is suited to the 
age of the recipient. The Lord Jesus 
adorns the life of the lad or the sage. 
There are shallows in the revelation of 
God’s leve in Christ in which the little 
child can wade, and there are depths in 
the person and work of the Redeemer 
which the greatest sages of earth can 
never fathom. 


III. Gop’s Girt BRINGS A 
UNIVERSAL BLESSING 


God’s gift is universal in its preserva- 
tion. “That whosoever believeth in him 
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should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” Everything around us perishes — 
food, clothing, automobiles, houses, ships, 
and human bodies. The most lavish gifts 
of men cannot ward off the ravages of 
sin nor the inevitability of death. But 
God’s superlative gift, offering the life 
of the ages, deals with both. It grants 
victory over sin and triumph over death. 
It promises the resurrection of the body 
and the life everlasting. 

When the sunset of life has come, it 
guards against the shadows of the night, 
and guarantees the dawn of an eternal 
morn, undisturbed by cloud or tempest 
blast. No gift but God’s scales these 
sublime heights of blessing. No gift but 
God’s reaches out into the illimitable ex- 
panse of eternity and secures the be- 
lieving soul with such matchless benefits. 


God’s gift is universal in its provision. 
Not merely the mighty, the wise, the 
wealthy, or the worthy are offered this gift; 
but the weak, the ignorant, the poor, and 
the unworthy — “whosoever believeth.” 
The message is the Gospel of the “who- 
soever,” and the terms on which the gift 
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is offered are as glorious as the gift jx 
incomparable, 

God’s way of salvation is so simpk 
that a child may receive the gift. By 
multitudes stumble at its sheer simplic. 
ity, preferring something complex »& 
difficult, or proffering some suppose 
merit or worthiness. It is quite enough 
however, that God should say “whogo. 
ever believeth.” It took infinite wisdom, 
involving tremendous cost in the death 
of the Son of God, to produce beautify) 
simplicity. Now God requires what aj] 
may do, if they will—believe on His 
Son and receive His greatest gift, 

Have you believed on the only be. 
gotten Son of God? Is the world’s great. 
est gift yours? The celestial choir that 
published its glorious message of re. 
demption over the hills of Bethlehem 
the first Christmas morning re-echoes 
down the corridors of time with a mes. 
sage for you. “For unto you is borm 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:1), 
He is for you! Receive Him—the 
world’s greatest gift. 


DALLAS, 


Vil. The Cross’s Revelation of the Love of God 


God's greatest gift, at the greatest cost, for on greatest need 


N THE last article we considered the 

cross of Christ Jesus as a revelation 
of the righteousness of God. -In this one 
we will think of it as a revelation of the 
love of God. I am sure that as soon as 
this subject is mentioned, almost imme- 
diately a number of very familiar verses 
come into your minds which set forth 
this great truth. Verses such as, “God 
so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life”; “Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us, and sent his Son to be the propitia- 
tion for our sins”; “God commendeth his 
love toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us,” and 
many others remind us of this great 
truth. 

When we think of God and of His 
characteristics or attributes, we can see 
that almost all of them can be placed 
under one of two heads. Those two 
major or cardinal attributes are His 
righteousness (of which we thought last 
week) and His love. Many people in 
these days make the mistake of thinking 
of only one of these two, and, as a re- 
sult, they inevitably form a very biased 
and untrue conception of God, which 
indeed is little more than a caricature. 
On the one hand, if we emphasize chiefly 
His righteousness and justice, we may 
get the impression that God is austere 
and stern and cold. On the other hand, 


By T. STANLEY SOLTAU, D.D, 


if we emphasize chiefly His love, as so 
many are fond of doing today, forgetting 
His righteousness, the resulting concep- 
tion is that God is weak and over- 
generous, which utterly fails to do jus- 
tice to Him or to satisfy the requirements 
of the human heart. It is only, there- 
fore, when we can have an adequate 
understanding of both His righteousness 
and His love and see how perfectly they 
balance each other that we can appre- 
hend the majesty and the greatness of 
our God. In a short article of this kind 
it is very difficult to know just where 
to begin in speaking of the infinite love 
of God, and the writer has a very deep 
conviction that whatever he may say 
concerning so vast and glorious a reality 
will be thoroughly inadequate. 

There are many manifestations of the 
love of God for His people, as we read 
of His dealings with His Chosen People, 
Israel, in the Old Testament. There are 
many other examples and _ illustrations 
of it, as seen in the inspired accounts 
of the life and words of His Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, but it is only when 
we come to the cross itself that we see 
its supreme and perfect manifestation, 
which makes it unmistakably plain to 
even the most simple-minded and the 
most dull of understanding. This is true 
because, in the death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ on the cross, we see a number of 
superlatives or extremes meeting. I 
shail mention a few of them at this time. 
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Lesson for January 7 


I. THE SUPREME SACRIFICE OF LOVE 


“God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son.” If Jesus Christ 
were not the Son of God and if He were 
not God manifest in the flesh, this most 
familiar of all verses in Scripture would 
lose its force, for it would mean that 
God did not love the world sufficiently 
to give His best, and the cross of Christ 
would become a monument and a sym- 
bol, not of God’s infinite grace, but of 
something far inferior. 

There are three ways of evaluating a 
gift — first, as to what it cost the giver; 
second, as to its intrinsic value; and 
third, as to what it means to the re- 
cipient. The cross of Christ Jesus stands 
for the greatest gift that even God the 
Father, eternal and infinite in His being, 
could possibly give. It stands for the 
greatest price that He could pay—a 
price that is far beyond the limited 
powers of our finite minds to grasp or 
to understand. God the Father gave His 
best. God the Son gave His all in the 
nerfect sacrifice that was offered up on 
the cross at Calvary. The more you 
and I understand the meaning of those 
words and the greatness of the love 
poured out there for us, the more our 
hearts will be drawn out to God in 
tender and reverent gratitude. The 
Apostle Paul, who possessed such a won- 
derful gift for words, prays for his Chris- 
tian friends in Ephesus, that, “Ye, be- 
ing rooted and grounded in love,: may 
be strong tc apprehend with all the 
saints what is the breadth and length 
and height and depth, and to know the 
love of Christ which passeth knowl- 
edge” ‘Eph, 3:18, 19, R.V.). The four- 
fold dimensions of this love which Paul 
mentions in these words are very sug- 
gestive. Its breadth is such that it in- 
cludes every human being, no matter 
how far he may have wandered from 
his God or how remote his habitation 
may be. Its length is from eternity to 
eternity. Its height is from the place 
of God’s throne, reaching down to fallen, 
sinful men and seeking to raise them 
to that holy and glorious level. Its 
depth is such that it reaches down to the 
one who has sunk the lowest into the 
mire of sin, and is so profound that even 
the accumulated scholarship of the ages 
is unable to plumb its depths and to 
reveal all of its priceless treasures. It 
is only when we see it as revealed in the 
voluntary substitutionary death of the 
glorious and eternal Son of God on the 
cross of Calvary that we can even be- 
gin to understand the grandeur and the 
beauty of God’s love. 


II. It Is Love TOWARD THE 
LEAST DESERVING 


In the Lord’s own words, “Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his li‘e for his friends” (John 15: 
13), but when He laid down His life 
for us it was not for His friends but 
for His enemies. “For scarcely for a 
tighteous man will one die: yet per- 
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adventure for a good man some would 
even dare to die. But God commendeth 
his love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Rom, 5:7, 8). When we. remember 
what took place at the crucifixion, we 
can see just what was in the mind of 
the Lord Himself and later on in the 
mind of Paul, as they spoke those words. 
The first of the seven words from the 
cross was the prayer for forgiveness for 
those who were guilty of nailing Him 
there, and who in the blind and vicious 
hatred of their hearts had brought upon 
Him «all the infinite shame and agony 
which He was even then enduring. We 
can see His wondrous love also in the 
words of comfort and assurance to the 
dying thief, who by his own evil life 
and actions had forfeited to society all 
his rights to live and by his blasphem- 
ous curses and scornful words to the 
suffering Lord, had given up. any right 
to expect anything from Him but jusi 
retribution and condemnation. How- 
ever, upon his dying ears fell those 
words, “To day shalt thou be with me 
in paradise.” It has ever been thus, 
and again and again that miracle of love 
has been repeated, and the greatest 
enemies of the Lord, like Saul of Tar- 
sus, have been touched and transformed 
into the greatest saints; and the despised 
and hopeless, like the drunken tinker, 
John Bunyan, whom God used to write 
“Pilgrim’s Progress,” have been made 
over into men and women who have 
become channels of blessing to multi- 
tudes. 


III. Ir Is Love Wit Its HicHest MorIve 


Here again we need to clear away any 
uncertainty in our minds as to the pur- 
pose of Christ’s dying on the cross. It 
was not primarily, as some would have 
us believe, to reveal God’s love to men, 
although of course it did this. Neither 
was it to provide to men an example of 
what they should be willing to do in 
order to obey God’s will. Nor was it 
to inspire men to higher and holier liv- 
ing. Its primary purpose was to save 
them from ‘the penalty and the power of 
their sins, and to bring them to that 
relationship with God which is eternal 
life. Such life means eternal growth 
and development, and such life means 
the complete transformation of charac- 
ter into the glorious likeness of Christ 
Himself and the cleansing away of every 
last vestige and stain of sin and imper- 
fection. 

The infinite love of God in its supreme 
sacrifice toward the least deserving and 
with the highest conceivable motive or 
purpose is revealed fully only in the 
cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. Had He 
not died for us, we would never have 
grasped this majestic truth and there 
would have been no way by which we 
could be brought into the place of glori- 
ous privilege, which is the right of every 
one who has personally accepted Jesus 
Christ. 


(5). 1ii7 

Have you ever thought of the love of 
God as His personal gift to your own 
heart? Have you ever thought of how 
little you deserved it, and that there 
is nothing that you can ever do to merit 
it? And yet it was so richly poured out 
for you. Let me urge you to think 
deeply on these matters and to get on 
your knees in gratitude before Him, pre- 
senting yourself and your life to Him 
anew for His service and for His glory. 
Only such an action is a fitting expres- 
sion of what should be in the heart of 
each one of us toward Him. 


Our God and Father, we stand amazed 
in Thy presence as we seek to under- 
stand the magnitude of Thy love toward 
us as it is revealed in the cross of Thy 
Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Teach us, we pray, more and more of 
its meaning and its depth, that our 
hearts may be filled with the love of 
God and that it may be seen in ever 
increasing measure in our daily lives. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord we ask 
it, amen. 

(To be continued) 


bd 


Giving the Gospel to Korean 
Soldiers 


(Continued from second page) 


the Ch‘ef cf Chapleins of the Far East 
Command. You will be delighted with 
his reply. He says: 

“This Section is in easy reach of the 
Japan Bible Society and, upon receipt 
of funds for purchsse of Scriptures, 
will make arrangement for shipment 
of such Scriptures as you may desire 
and as may available, through the 
Supply Chaplain, Pusan Logistical 
Ccmmand, until such time as commer- 
cial shipping becomes available.” 

The Bible Society in Seoul has been 
completely demolished, so it may be a 
long time before we can purchase an 
portion of the Scriptures in this land. 

I have been visiting Korean military 
hospitals in Pusan, of which there are 
very many, all of which are over- 
crowded, and the soldiers have been 
mostly without any portion of the 
Scriptures. This together with, ac- 
cording to newspaper reports, scores 
of thousands of war -prisoners from 
the North Korean army, presents a 
wonderful opportunity for God’s 
ple to reach all Korea with the Word 
of God. We are making a desperate 
effort to do what we can to take ad- 
vantage of this opportunity. The 
Supreme Commander’s Headquarters, 
in giving us the above statement, have 
made it possible for us to get Gospels 
ef John, in Korean, into Korea now. 
Without their approval this would 
have been impossible. If the financial 
help is available we can get any num- 
ber into Korea right away. Should 
any of the readers of Tur Sunpay 
S-roo'. Times care to help in this min- 
istry they could do so by sending funds 
to us here at the above address, or 
to the Independent Board for Pres- 
byterian tgs Mission, 151 Maple- 
wood Ave., Philadelphia 44, marked 
for Korean Gospels. 

We trust you and your readers will 
remember us and this work definitely 
in prayer. 
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LESSON 1. JANUARY 7. JESUS BEGINS HIS MINISTRY 


Mark 1:1-20; printed text, verses 9-20 


Golden Text.—Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men.—Mark 1:17 


KiNc JAMES VERSION 


Mark 1:9 And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came 
from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. 

10 And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the 
heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him: 

ll And there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my 


beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 


12 And immediately the spirit driveth him into the wilderness. 
13 And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of 
Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered 


unto him. 


14 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Gali- 
lee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, : 

15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
WO of our Gospel records were 
written by apostles, Matthew and 
John; two were written by apos- 
tolic helpers, Mark and Luke. 

Mark, or more fully John Mark, lived 
in Jerusalem with his mother, Mary 
(Acts 12:12). He is thought by many 
to be the young man referred to in 
Mark 14:51, 52, which is quite possible. 
Peter refers to him as “my son” (1 Pet. 
5:13), which suggests that he may have 
been one of Peter’s converts. We defi- 
nitely meet him first of all as the helper 
of Barnabas and Saul on their first mis- 
sionary journey (Acts 13:5). Whether 
he had accompanied Barnabas to Antioch 
and so set out from there with the two 
missionaries, or whether he had been 
visiting relatives on the island of Cyprus 
and joined them there, we are not told. 
We do know that Barnabas, his cousin 
(Col. 4:10, Gr.), came from Cyprus (Acts 
4:36). This association ended abruptly 
at Perga, and when Barnabas proposed 
Mark for the second missionary jour- 
ney, Paul objected, with the result that 
the two parted company, Paul choos- 
ing Silas, and Barnabas taking John 
Mark with him on a second mission to 
Cyprus (Acts 15: 36-39). 

Later we find Mark with Peter, at the 
time when the apostle to the Jews wrote 
his First Epistle (1 Pet. 5:13). Several 
of the early Fathers refer to this period 
of Mark’s life: Papias, Clement of Alex- 
andria, Eusebius, Tertullian, and Jerome, 
Papias quotes the Apostle John (the 
“Elder”) to the effect that Mark was 
Peter’s interpreter, and as such he is 
several times referred to by the Fathers. 
His Gospel is generally attributed either 
to this period, or immediately after 
Peter’s death. Dr. H. C. Thiessen suggests 
A.D, 67 or 68 (“Introduction to the New 
Testament,” p. 146). 


16 Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon ang 


fishers. 


Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea: for they were 


17 And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I wij 
make you to become fishers of men. 
18 And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him, 


19 And when he had gone a little farther thence, he saw James 


b b b % 


By this time the rift with Paul had 
been fully healed, and the aged apostle 
makes two gracious references to the 
one-time failure (Col, 4:10, 11; 2 Tim. 
4:11). Perhaps the rigors of a Pauline 
campaign were too much for the untried 
youth, but God kept Mark in training 
until he was the agent of the Holy Spirit 
to give us this compact record of our 
Lord’s earthly ministry. 

Our calendar does not fit exactly with 
the birth of Jesus. There is a variation 
of several years. The date generally 
received is 4 B.C. Our Lord was thirty 
years old when He began His ministry 
(Luke 3:23). The date, then, would be 
A.D. 26. 

The four Gospels have been described 
as follows: Matthew, the Gospel of the 
King; Mark, the Gospel of the Servant; 
Luke, the Gospel of the Son of man; 
John, the Gospel of the Son of God. 
Care needs to be observed not to press 
these distinctions too far, but it is ap- 
propriate that the Gospel of the Servant, 
the Gospel of action, should have no 
genealogy, no record of the childhood of 
Jesus, but should plunge immediately 
into the Saviour’s ministry. It is inter- 
esting that the man who never becanie 
a great leader, but was always a serv- 
ant to others, should give us the Gospel 
of the Servant, 


Verse by Verse 

Mark 1:9.—“Jesus came . . , and was 
baptized of John.” Think of the con- 
descension of our Lord in submitting to 
an ordinance at the hands of a man, and 
an ordinance, too, which carried the im- 
plication of sin, although He was sin- 
less. No wonder John objected, but see 
our Lord’s answer in Matthew 3:15. 
Nothing short of “all righteousness” sat- 
isfies God. Shall we be content with 
less? Oh, for a complete obedience ! 

Verse 10.—‘“He saw the heavens 
opened, and the Spirit . . , descending.” 
Our Lord’s baptism was in reality a 
public committal of Himself, as man, to 


the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the 
ship mending their nets. 

20 And straightway he called them: and they left their father 
Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and went after him. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 

national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 

International Council of Religious Education. 


the Inter- 


the saving work of dying for sinners, 
and here was God’s answer to that act 
of dedication—the bestowal of the 
Spirit “without measure,” and in such 
form as betokened the perfect harmony 
between Father and Son (Isa, 61:1, 2; 
Luke 4:17-19; John 3:34). We need but 
commit ourselves to the will of God, and 
the enduement for its performance will 
be given. 

Verse 11.—“Thou art my beloved Son.” 
See how Jesus is singled out for this 
testimony, as one sustaining a unique 
relation to God. How this direct testi- 
mony must have strengthened Him for 
the task ahead! 

Verse 12.—“And immediately , , . the 
wilderness.” How often the mountain- 
top of blessing is followed by the howl- 
ing wilderness of testing! John Bun- 
yan is right in placing the Valley of 
Humiliation right after the Palace Beau- 
tiful. And it was the Holy Spirit who 
drove the Lord Jesus into the place of 
temptation. The temptation was part of 
the divine plan (Matt. 4:1). The temp- 
tation does not come from God (Jas, t: 
13), but He permits it for purposes of 
testing. Remember 1 Corinthians 10:13, 

Verse 13.—“Satan . . . wild beasts... 
angels.” Read the accounts of Matthew 
and Luke for details of the Temptation 
(Matt, 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13), There are 
always wild beasts ready to devour the 
harassed soul, to add terror to tempta- 
tion, but angels are nearer than we 
think (Heb, 1:14; Dan. 6:22). 


Verse 14.—“Into Galilee.” This is our 
Lord’s second journey into Galilee after 
His baptism. For what comes between 
verses 13 and 14, see John 1:29 to 3:36, 


Verse 15.—“The time is fulfilled ... 
repent.” Verse 15 defines the “gospel of 
God” (v. 14, R.V.). It is a Gospel of 
fulfillment, of drawing nigh. Promise 
now yields to realization, shadow to sub- 
stance, the distant view to the present 
possession. Such good news brings 
strong obligation to repent and believe. 
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Lesson for January 7 


The more clearly the Gospel is defined, 
the more urgently it demands repentance 
and acceptance. The Apostle Paul also 
couples repentance and faith (Acts 20: 
21). 

Verse 16.—“As he walked .. . he saw.” 
Jesus always had eyes for men. He 
saw their needs and He saw what He 
could make of them. He did not look 
for the world’s great ones (1 Cor, 1: 
26-29) . 

Verse 17.—“I will make you.” Self- 
made men are always colossal failures. 
A Christ-made man will certainly fulfill 
God’s holy purpose for his life. Under 
His hand, fishermen became fishers of 
men. Even the broken life He can make 
anew. 

Verse 18.—“Straightway.” This is the 
“straightway” Gospel. According to 
Young’s Concordance there are nineteen 
“straightways” in the Authorized Ver- 
sion, but the Greek word so translated 
occurs forty times, being variously ren- 
dered “immediately,” “forthwith,” “anon,” 
and “as soon as.” It is good to see the 
promptitude of those early disciples. Is 
there a “straightway” in our obedience 
when it calls for leaving our nets? 

Verse 19.—“Casting [v. 16] . . . mend- 
ing.” The same two activities will be 
required in our fishing for men. We 
shall not be always casting. There will 
be days of preparation and repair, 

Verse 20.—“They left their father.” 
Following Christ will mean not only 
leaving things, but forsaking father and 
mother (Matt. 10:37). Nothing and no- 
body must be allowed to stand in the 
way of our following Christ. But see 
Mark 10:29, 30. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Our baptism is a symbol of our identi- 
fication with Christ, and that means life. 
Christ’s baptism was a symbol of His 
identification with us, and that meant 
death. His committal of Himself to the 
path of sacrifice brought the approval 
of high Heaven, but He immediately 
faced conflict with the prince of dark- 
ness. So our committal to the service 
of the Lord Jesus will not go unchal- 
lenged. 

He who was the perfect Servant is 
the rightful Lord. His obedience to the 
uttermost gives Him the prerogative of 
command. He stooped to a baptism of 
Obedience, and He says, with divine 
authority, “Come ye after me.” The 
dearest ties must not stand in the way 
of our response to His call. 

I heard Him call, “Come, follow” — that 

was all; 

Earth’s joys grew dim, my séul went after 

Him; 
I rose and followed — that was all. 
Will you not follow as you hear His call? 


Topics for Development 

Obedience. Our Lord did not excuse 
Himself from baptism on the ground of 
His sinlessness. He sought no exemption 
from the general obligation of obedience. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
14. December 31.—Growing Through 
Fellowship with Christ. John 15: 
1-10; Galatians 2:20; Philippians 3:8-16 
Next Week’s Lesson 


2. January 14—A Day of Activity. 
Mark 1:21-39 








Too often we plead special consideration. 
Evangelicals do not believe that baptism 
saves, but every step of obedience will 
bring a new freedom in communion, a 
new fullness of the Spirit, and a new 
sense of the Father’s approval. 

Call. This was not the first meeting 
with Jesus for Andrew and Simon (John 
1:40-42), nor for John, if we are right 
in believing that he was the other with 
Andrew in John 1:35-39. Call to serv- 
ice does not always come with first meet- 
ing. There is, of course, a general call 
to serve implicit in the Gospel, but the 
call to devote oneself entirely to the 
work of the Gospel is particular and 
sovereign. 


Outline 

1. The Servant’s dedication is approved 
(Mark 1:9-11) 

2. The Servant’s faithfulness is tested 
(vs, 12, 13) 

3. The Servant’s message is proclaimed 
(vs. 14, 15) 

4. The Servant’s call is obeyed (vs, 16- 
20) 


Personal Applications 

Our Lord received baptism at the 
hands of one inferior to Himself, in an 
open stream, without fanfare or show 
(Mark 1:9). How about our religious 
exercises? 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT event determined our Lord’s 
residence in Nazareth? 

2. What answer did Jesus give to 
John’s reluctance to baptize Hin? 

3. What special significance is seen in 
the baptism of Jesus? 

4. What paradox of the Spirit appears 
in our lesson? 

5. How often did the voice from 
Heaven come to Jesus in the days of 
His flesh? 

6. How would you compare the oc- 
casions of the voice from Heaven? 

7. When do we have to guard most 
carefully against sudden and strong 
temptation? 

8. When can we be most sure of the 
ministry of God's angels? 

9. Does Mark 1:14 mark the beginning 
of our Lord’s public ministry? 

10. Does Christ’s call to Peter and An- 
drew (Mark 1:17) apply to all Christians, 
or just to full-time Christian workers? 


(Answers on page 1124) 
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Are the heavens brass? Try obedience 
(vs, 9, 10). 

If the Spirit as a dove dwells in us, 
we should display the spirit of the dove 
(v. 10). “The fruit of the Spirit is .. 
peace” (Gal. 5:22). 

What God thinks of Christ should de- 
termine our answer to the question, 
“What think ye of Christ?” (Mark 1:11; 
Matt, 22:42.) 

The most dangerous moment in a 
Christian's life is when he is exuberant 
with new blessing (Mark 1:12). 

If we are in the way of God’s will, 
neither the Devil nor his wild beasts 
need affright us (v. 13). The lions are 
chained (Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress”), 
and the angels are near. 

Jesus walked with His eyes open (v. 
16). Do you? 

Who is making you—yourself, or 
your environment, or your companions, 
or Christ? (v. 17.) 

Obedience counts when it costs (vs. 
18, 20). 


Golden Text 

Take a thought from each phrase of 
the text.. “Come ye after me” suggests 
“ye after me,” the right order. See 
the counterpart in Psalm 16:8. “I will 
make you” answers the prodigal son’s 
prayer, “make me” (Luke 15:19). See 
how our Lord accommodates His lan- 
guage to His hearers. To fishermen He 
says, “fishers of men.” What would He 
have said to shepherds, farmers, and 
so on? 

Wuearton, ILL, 

ve 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Gracious 
Father, whose goodness and mercy have 
brought us to a new year, we thank 
Thee for all Thy loving care in the year 
just closed. For each new day of this 
new year grant us fresh mercies for 
fresh needs. Dispose our hearts to trust 
and obey Thee with joy. May we grow 
in the knowledge of Thee and Thy Word, 
and in likeness to our Lord Jesus, Make 
us a blessing in our homes and among 
our acquaintances. Prosper the work 
of all true servants of Christ, and let 
this year bring revival to Thy Church 
and a winning of thousands to the Sav- 
iour. Make us to be fishers of men that 
we may have a part in reaching those 
who need Christ. Where any are sick, 
needy, or in any trouble, there be near 
for their comfort and their deliverance. 
Give righteous leaders to the nations. 
Thwart the designs of evil men, and 
hasten the coming of Thy Kingdom 
throughout the earth, all for the sake of 
Thy Son, our Saviour. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—In the beginning of 
His work, one of the first things the 
Lord Jesus did was to enlist others to 
help Him. He still needs helpers, and 
to each of us He says, as He did to 
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Simon and Andrew, “Come ye after me, 
and I will make you to become fishers 
of men.” 

William Carey, “the father of modern 
missions,” was a gifted man whose work 
caused many people in India to be 
“caught” for Christ. But who “caught” 
Carey? It was a boy who worked beside 
him in the same shoe repair-shop. Young 
Carey was in trouble through some dis- 
honesty over a small sum of money. 
When found out, he was much ashamed 
and upset. “Come with me to the meet- 
ing house; it'll do thee good,” said his 
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fellow apprentice, John Warr, and Carey 
went. There the boy with the troubled 
conscience found his Saviour and lost 
his burden. Ever afterward he wanted 
to share the Gospel with other sinners, 
with everybody in the world, in fact. 
So Carey became the father of modern 
missions, but it was the boy who worked 
beside him who helped Carey to Christ. 

It could be that Christ wants to use 
you this year to win someone in your 
class at school or someone where you 
work. And that someone may win many 
you could never reach., Set yourself 
to follow the Lord Jesus more faithfully 
this year, and He will make you a fisher 
of men. 

Vancouver, B. C., Can. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, 
and was baptized” (Mark 1:9).—The 
printed portion of our lesson deals with 
the baptism of the Lord Jesus, His temp- 
tation, His preaching, and His calling 
of workers, 

The Gospel according to Mark is prop- 
erly called the Gospel of Action, for its 
pages are replete with worth-while ac- 
tions. _How deftly Mark, by the Spirit 
of God, records the wonderful actions 
of the Lord Jesus Christ! Reading and 
believing this Gospel transforms lives 
of busy men and women in the hectic 
days in which we are living. 

A Christian worker in Arizona tells 
of a fierce-looking cowboy who came to 
him asking for copies of Mark’s Gospel, 
and who related this incident: 

“IT. went to San Francisco and threw 
away much money in rough revelry. I 
slept late after a night of dissipation. 
When I awoke, I saw a little book on 
the table near my bed: ‘The Gospel of 
Mark.’ I angrily threw it on the floor. 
I did the same thing the second morn- 
ing. Awakening the third morning, I 
saw that same little book. This time 
I took it with me to a near-by park and 
began to examine it. I spent the day 
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reading it. I heard the Son of God say 
to a leper: ‘Be thou clean.’ I heard 
Him say to a paralytic: ‘Thy sins be 
forgiven thee.’ I heard Him commend 
the widow for her mite. I saw Him take 
little children in His arms and bless 
them. I heard Him say: ‘Couldst thou 
not watch one hour?’ I saw Him die. 
It broke my heart and changed my life. 
I am a different man. Now, stranger, I 
spend much time giving away copies of 
the Gospel of Mark.” 

The Old Testament promised and pre- 
dicted that the Messiah would come. The 
text under consideration says, “Jesus 
came.” It is true that Mark does not 
give us the account of the Saviour’s 
birth, but rather His coming to John the 
Baptist at the river Jordan to be bap- 
tized, which event marked his induction 
into the office of prophet to speak the 
words of God and to accomplish the 
works of God (Deut, 18:18). 

He came from Nazareth, “where he 
had been brought up” (Luke 4:16); 
Nazareth, of such ill repute that it was 
questioned whether any good could 
emanate from it (John 1:46); Nazareth, 
where He spent those “silent” years. 
(They are called “silent” because the 
details concerning them are not re- 
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vealed.) Silent they may be, but cer. 
tainly not idle, for He was commonly 
known as the “carpenter” (Mark 6:3), 
Here we see Him coming out of private 
life and entering upon His public min- 
istry —in which, at times, He “had no 
leisure so much as to eat” (Mark 6:31), 

The Lord Jesus was baptized in water 
at the beginning of His public ministry, 
and baptized in judgment, so to speak, 
at the conclusion of it (Luke 12:50; Psa. 
88:7). The first baptism was a type or 
figure of the last one. 

“The Spirit like a dove descending 
upon him” (Mark 1:10).—He had been 
conceived of the Spirit, and was “filled 
with the Spirit” throughout His entire 
life (John 3:34); but this anointing was 
an enduement for the work upon which 
He was entering (Acts 10:38). 

To the disciples the Spirit came as 
“cloven tongues like as of fire” (Acts 
2:3), but for Him the suited symbol was 
the harmless, tender, and sacrificial dove, 

The Apostle John said: “Ye have an 
unction [anointing] from the Holy One.” 
An old colored minister was praying 
earnestly for unction. A white minister, 
who heard him, asked, “What is unc- 
tion?” “Brudder,” he replied, “I dunno 
whut it is, but I knows when it ain’t !” 








James Emerson Russell 
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Lesson for January 7 


The late Louis S, Bauman told of a 
young woman who worked in a large 
factory in Philadelphia. She said to him 
one day, “Pastor, I'll have to hunt an- 
other job.” When asked, “What's the 
matter, have they discharged you?” she 
answered, “No.” “Well, hasn’t your fac- 
tory enough orders to keep going all the 
time?” “Yes, they have more orders 
than they can fill, but they haven't 
enough electricity to keep all the ma- 
chines going at once, and my machine 
must lie idle part of the week, and I 
lose so much time and pay. The trou- 
ble with the factory is, they have more 
machinery than power.” The pastor, 
commenting on the incident, said: “Let 
us not forget that the finest machinery 
made is useless without power, and it 
is God’s power which is essential to the 
carrying out of the great commission. 
The early church had little machinery, 
but great power.” 

“The spirit driveth him into the wildeg- 
ness” (Mark 1:12).—In Matthew, where 
He is presented as King, He is “carried 
up into the wilderness” (Matt, 4:1, New 
Translation). In Luke, where He is seen 
ministering to human need as a Priest, 
He is led by the Spirit into the wilder- 
ness, but here in Mark, where He is pre- 
sented as the Servant, He is driven of 
the Spirit into the wilderness, 

“How suited that the King should be 
borne in state to the battlefield, while 
the human-priest is guided in dependent 
humility; but the servant goes by divine 
compulsion” (H, St. John), 

His temptation demonstrated that He 
was the sinless One. And because “he 
himself hath suffered being tempted, he 
is able to succour them that are 
tempted.” He can be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities, for He “was 
in all points tempted like as we are, sin 
apart” (Heb. 4:15). 

Frances Ridley Havergal has well said: 
“Don’t you sometimes find it very hard 
to make even your doctor understand 
what the pain is like? Words don’t seem 
to convey it. And after you have ex- 
plained the trying and wearying sensa- 
tion as best you can, you are convinced 
that those who have not felt it do not 
understand it. Now, think of Jesus not 
merely entering into the fact, but into 
the feeling of what you are going 
through. ‘Touched with the feeling’ — 
how deep that goes!” 

Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys” Class 


AY, fellows, in this first Sunday 

school lesson of 1951, we are em- 
barking upon another year of Bible 
study together. Let us make it a better 
year than 1950 — what do you say? Per- 
sonally, I am not satisfied with the prog- 
ress I made in 1950. I know that I can 
do better, and I believe you can, too. 
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I want the Holy Spirit to have a larger 
hand in the interpretation of the Scrip- 
ture text, and I know He is willing to 
give it, because He says so. Look at 
Luke 11:13 and John 15:26. You cannot 
do a wiser thing when you open your 
Bible than simply to close your eyes 
and say, “Lord, help me to understand, 
and teach me what You want me to 
learn and appropriate from this Word.” 
The Holy Spirit will open your eyes 
to precious truths which you would miss 
without His aid. 


Our first three-months’ study will be 
in the Gospel according to Mark, called 
The Gospel of Action. Come and go. 
If the sixteen chapters were books on 
a shelf, those two words might well be 
the book ends. The very first word re- 
corded as falling from the lips of Jesus 
(chap. 1:17) is “come,” and in His last 
utterance as recorded in chapter 16:15, 
His first word is “go.” “Come ye after 
me.” “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” 
Those two sentences contain the dyna- 
mite of Mark’s Gospel. Everything else 
focuses upon the action in them. 

Peter and Andrew, James and John, 
fishermen at their nets, were called by 
the Master Fisherman to come and fol- 
low Him, and He would make them to 
become fishers of men. “And straight- 
way they forsook their nets, and fol- 
lowed him” — Peter and Andrew. James 
and John “left their father Zebedee in 
the ship with the hired servants, and 
went after him.” 


Two “first” things are shown here to 
be necessary if one is to be useful to 
Jesus. One is to leave something, the 
other is to take on something. The four 
fishermen left their boats and their nets, 
their means of making a living. It was 
a real sacrifice, but it was necessary. 
They could not serve Jesus with one 
foot in ‘the boat and the other on shore, 
nor with one hand on their nets and 
the other in His. It required a lot of 
faith to turn loose in order to take hold. 
But it was Jesus on the shore calling, 
and there is something very compelling 
in the person of Jesus. He is the same 
today, and if we will just take a fair 
look at Him as He has provided in His 
Word, these perishable things to which 
we cling will shrivel in valué and we 
will be glad to turn them loose if they 
are keeping us from Him. 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 

Look full in His wonderful face; 
And the things of earth will grow 
strangely dim 
In the light of His glory and grace. 

The other necessary thing is to follow 
Him. They followed Him. The work 
He had in mind for them was apart 
from everything they had known before. 
It was not easy. Doubtless it was so 
hard sometimes when they shared with 
Him His poverty and His persecutions 
that they might have been tempted to 
turn back. But they followed on, and 
what a rich reward is theirs! 
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Fellows, don’t get the idea that this 
is all so wonderful and unreal that it 
cannot be for you. It is for you, just 
as much as it was for those ordinary 
fishermen. In some ways, doubtless, you 
have more to bring into the service of 
Jesus than they had. But the all-im- 
portant thing is to be willing and ready. 
Ask God to bring you to that point. If 
you are not strong enough to do that, 
then ask Him to bring you to the point 
of wanting to be strong enough — and to 
“come” and “go.” 

Fontana Dam, N. C. 


% 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


UR class has been asked to put on 

the evening service Easter Sunday. 
That is just twelve weeks from today. 
What do you girls think should be the 
theme ofthat service? (That we have 
a living Saviour.) You have.-said ex- 
actly what was in my mind. This quar- 
ter our lessons are in Mark, which has 
been called the Gospel of Action. Since 
Easter Sunday is the last day of the 
quarter, it would be a good time to have 
a review of the twelve lessons in Mark. 
Now the question is, “How can we best 
review the Book of Mark so that it will 
bring out the glorious message that 
Christ is alive?” I have a suggestion to 
make: suppose we transplant ourselves 
in imagination to Palestine in the first 
century and edit a newspaper there for 
this quarter. By writing out some of 
the things the Lord Jesus did, as if they 
had just occurred yesterday, it may help 
people to realize that He did come to 
earth, and that the events revorded in 
the Bible did happen exactly as they 
are written down, and that His resur- 
rection actually took place. If we do 
this, you girls will each act as a re- 
porter from some part of Palestine. 
Then we can file all your news items in 
order in a notebook each week. Per- 
haps one of you could design an appro- 
priate cover for the notebook. Differ- 
ent ones of you can read out these vari- 
ous clippings at the meeting that eve- 
ning. They should help to make the 
events real to those who come to the 
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service, and they will be helpful also for 
reviewing the Sunday school lessons of 
the quarter. All those in favor of this, 
raise your hands. Only one disapproves. 
Could you tell us your objection, Carol? 
(I never can write anything. I just hate 
written compositions at school.) Then 
we won't ask you to act as a reporter. 
Your very name suggests another job 
quite as important, if our service is to 
be a success. How would you like to 
look for hymns and choruses which go 
with the stories in Mark? For instance, 
after we read the news items from to- 
day’s lesson we might sing, “I will make 
you fishers of men.” If you read each 
lesson ahead of time I am sure you will 
sometimes find something for us to sing 
in class. We will keep a list of these 
numbers and sing them that evening. 
No service is complete without music, 
and the more closely the music ties in 
with the theme, the more valuable it is. 
You are willing to do that? Very good. 

Now in order to give you an idea of 
the way news may be reported for the 
Palestine Herald, I have written three 
items from today’s lesson. Let’s have 
three different girls read them. (Choose 
good readers.) 


REMARKABLE PREACHER 


John the Baptist, a strangely dressed 
young man, draws great crowds to this 
district to hear his sermons preached 
in the great outdoors. He wears camel’s 
hair clothing securéd around the waist 
with a leather belt. He preaches against 
all forms of corruption and luxurious 
living, subsisting, himself, on nothing 
but locusts and wild honey. He asks 








The Golden Text in Song 


Mark I: 17. 


Je - sus said 


make you to be-come fish- ers 


) 2. 


Copyright. 1951, by Robert Harkness 


ot a, is composer and 
istic _ = Playing, “ye 
. and ‘he like; 


people's. meetin 


do so. Write for 


cannot 
free | ae 


Paving? 


un-to them, Come ye af-ter me, and I 





director of 
for pianists in 
No. 2, “ —~ Piano Course in Hymn 
lay hymns and a a but who wish to 
s to Robert 
ena 1, Calif, 


Robert Harkness 


will 


of men; fish-ers of men. 


w 


International Copyright secured.—!~1~51. 


two correspondence courses: 
church, Sunday _ school, 


N. Raymond Ave., 





1950 


December 23, 


for no money, but forcefully demands 
that his audience repent of their sins. 
His messages are so powerful that hun- 
dreds are being baptized in the near-by 
Jordan River to signify their repentance. 
John the Baptist speaks constantly of 
Someone greater than himself, who is 
about to come—Reported by V. D. G., 
from Jordan Riverside. 


Voice From HEAVEN 


An extraordinary event took place 
here yesterday. The young preacher 
John was baptizing numbers of people 
as usual. Among them was one Jesus. 
As Jesus was coming up out of the water, 
the sky opened just above Him and a 
voice said, “Thou art my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased.” At the 
same moment something descended upon 
Him which suggested a dove to those 
standing on the bank of the Jordan 
River. John the Baptist maintains that 
this is the sign showing Jesus is the Son 
of God, the one whom John has con- 
tinually declared was about to come.— 
Reported by V, D. G., from Jordan Riv- 
erside. 

Four MEN Quit BUSINESS 

Simon and Andrew, James and John 
have all quit the fishing business de- 
spite the fact that they were doing well 
in it. Jesus of Nazareth, whom John 
the Baptist declares is the Son of God, 
walked along the seaside where they 
were mending their nets, and called, 
“Come ye after me, and I will make you 

. fishers of men.” All four men left 
their nets and followed Him. Evidently 
they plan to go into full-time religious 
work.—Reported by V. D. G., from Sea- 
side, Galilee. 

Now let us read Mark 1:1-20 to see 
that the news items were correct. Every- 
thing should always be checked by the 
Word of God. As we read, picture these 
three scenes: John the Baptist preach- 
ing to crowds in the wilderness near 
Jordan, cur Lord Jesus coming one day 
to be baptized, and later the four men 
leaving their nets and following Him. 
There is one news item which I did not 
report. Find out what it is and see if 
you can guess why I did not report it. 
(The Temptation of Jesus.) Right, Why 
omitted? (Because there was no person 
in the -wilderness with Him who could 
have reported it.) 

Do you see that Christ is the center of 
this lesson? John the Baptist foretold 
His coming, God the Father stated 
plainly who He was, and those who 
heard His call left all and followed Him. 
God grant that Christ may be the center 
of our lives as well as of our lessons! 
If we follow Him, He will make us also 
“fishers of men.” In closing let us sing 
“I will make you fishers of men.” 

Assignments: Next Sunday’s lesson is 
Mark 1:21-39. Doris, please act as syna- 
gogue reporter from Capernaum, and 
Phyllis as home reporter, also from 
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Lesson for January .7 


Capernaum. The rest of you please 
watch for bits of poetry we might in- 
clude in that Easter night’ meeting. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
4 
For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus Begins His Work (Mark 1:9-18) 


“Wwe. WOULD see Jesus,” said the 
Greeks to Philip (John 12:21). 
Imagine our boys and girls earnestly 
making that same request of us teachers 
this quarter. First we must show Him 
to them as He lived on earth over 1,900 
years ago. Then we must show Him to 
them as active in their lives now. For 
seeing the Jesus of long ago, I suggest e 
two methods: seeing Him with the eyes 
through pictures, and seeing Him with 
the ears through Scripture. To attain 
the former, use whatever visual aids may 
be available, whether film, slide, flan- 
nelgraph, or pictures. In the case of 
pictures, entitle one part of the bulletin 
board or a section of a screen, “We see 
Jesus,” and another part, “Jesus sees us.” 
For this lesson try to find good pictures 
of: (1) Jesus’ baptism (and possibly of 
His temptation), (2) Jesus preaching, 
(3) Jesus calling the fishermen. To pre- 
sent the Lord through Scripture, cut the 
lesson verses from a quarterly. Mount 
the part relative to each picture sepa- 
rately on colored paper with wide mar- 
gins. (1) Mark 1:9-13; (2) vs, 14 15; 
(3) vs. 16-18. Underline the Memory 
Verse (v. 17). 

In taking up the lesson, challenge each 
child to see the Lord Jesus and watch 
Him as He lives for God and begins His 
work. Show and discuss the first pic- 
ture, then have a good reader read the 
mounted verses while the class tries to 
picture in their minds what happens. If 
the class is poor in reading, it may be 
best for the teacher to do the reading 
aloud. Place picture and Scripture on 
the bulletin board. Proceed in like 
manner with each picture and Scripture. 
If you care to continue the acrostic ideas 
from last quarter, it may be pointed out 
that the Lord “overcame temptation,” 
was active in “evangelism,” and was 
“fishing for men.” 

The Lord Jesus came and showed 
folks how to live for God. He called 
Peter and Andrew to follow Him and 
learn so they could live for Him after 
He was gone. “Jesus said unto them, 
Come ye after me, and I will make you 
to become fishers of men” (Mark 1:17, 
Memory Verse.) But Peter and Andrew 
are gone now, too. Whom does the Lord 
call in these days to follow Him and 
then bring others? Yes, us. (If a copy 
of “Follow Me” by Tom Curr, showing 
Jesus leading the children, is available, 
it would be appropriate to hang in view 
throughout the quarter.) 

Today we have tried to see Jesus, Can 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


He see us? “The eyes of the Lord are 
in every place, beholding the evil and 
the good” (Prov. 15:3). Put up pictures 
under “Jesus sees us”: (1) showing a 
baptism, or a child being tempted, or 
make a composite picture of a child with 
a box of candy before him and the word 
“No”; (2) showing children talking to- 
gether; (3) going to church together. 
Have you ever made a start to live for 
God? What did the Lord say was the 
way to start? Find two words in Mark 
1:15. (Repent, believe.) What do they 
mean? Be sorry for your sins; believe 
that the Lord died for them and that 
He now takes them away. Perhaps we 
may say they (the two words) are the 
two feet to take us walking down the 
Christian road following the Lord Jesus, 
If you have been born again, you may be 
baptized, if you have not already been 
baptized. There will be temptations to 
overcome. Name some. Then you will 
try to bring others to follow the Lord 
Jesus, too. The Lord Jesus sees you 
now. He will be watching you this 
week to see and help you overcome your 
temptations, to see and help you tell 
other boys and girls about Him, to see 
and help you bring new ones to church 
and Sunday school, 

The foodie should be familiar with all 
the lessons of the quarter and. constantly 
on the watch for good child illustrations 
of each, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


INALLY we have a quarter’s lessons 

which can be tied up together in the 
minds of the Primary children. And I 
am going to give you suggestions for the 
whole quarter today, so that you will 
have time to think and plan and work 
to carry out the suggestions. Of course 
I will repeat them for each lesson, as 
new readers sometimes begin in the mid- 
dle of the quarter. 

Get a large sheet of construction paper, 
24x36 inches. Draw a map of Palestine, 
a very simple one, marking in mountains, 
the Jordan River, the Sea of Galilee, 
Jerusalem, Capernaum, Czesarea Philippi, 
Bethsaida, Nazareth. Mark clearly Mt. 
Hermon, the mount of transfiguration, 

For each lesson find a picture to put 
on the map where the lesson happened. 
Here is the list. Put on one each Sun- 
day as you tell the lesson. Then have 
it reviewed on the next Sunday by a 
child, 

1. Jesus Begins His Work. Sea of Gal- 
ilee. Fishermen with boats and nets, 

2. A Busy Day. Capernaum, Either 
synagogue or Peter’s house. 

3. Jesus Cures a Sick Man. Capernaum, 
The house where part of the roof is 
removed, 

4. Jesus Teaches Through Stories, By 
Sea of Galilee. A crowd; Jesus teaching. 
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5. Jesus Helps a Worried Father, Ca- 
pernaum. Jairus’s house. 

6. Jesus Feeds Hungry People. A 
desert place. A crowd of people. 

7. What Peter Learned. “By the way” 
in Czsarea Philippi. Disciples with 
Lord. 

8. Jesus at Prayer and Work. Mt. Her- 
mon. Transfiguration, 

9. The Best Way To Help. Christ and 
Disciples on way to Jerusalem, 

10. In the Great Temple, Jerusalem. 
Temple. 

11. The Last Supper. If possible, a pic- 
ture of it. 

12. Jesus Is Living. The open tomb. 
An Easter picture, 

Most of the denominational publishing 
houses sell lesson cards with small pie- 
tures on each lesson. They would work 
in nicely on this map. Make it up like 
the children do at school, when they 
make one with the products of the coun- 
tries pictured at the proper places. 

If you want to elaborate a little in the 
first lesson, use a picture of the Bap- 
tism of Jesus in the Jordan near Beth- 
abara, and a picture of the temptation 
in the wilderness. You will find that 
putting these things on the map, and 
putting the names of the places on‘ the 
map helps to give location to the child’s 
idea of Bible stories. Of course they 
do not understand all about maps, .but 
the child’s vivid imagination comes into 
play, and they soon catch the idea of 
locating a place on a map. -It brings 
these stories down out of the air and 
makes them things that really happened 
in a certain place to certain people, 

After you have briefly touched on the 
baptism and the temptation of Jesus, 
then take them on that fascinating walk 
along the seashore of the beautiful Sea 
of Galilee, where there were boats and 
nets and fishermen and all the fascinat- 
ing things of the sea. I’m always sorry 
for the child who has never been to the 
seashore, for it has a charm nothing sur- 
passes for the child. And many of us 
have never grown up when it comes to 
loving the beach and the boats and the 
nets, 

Jesus walked along that shore. I am 
sure He loved that sea, for so much of 
His earthly life was spent close by it. 
He saw some fishermen casting out their 
nets, and called to them, “Come ye after 
me, and I will make you to become 
fishers of men.” And the brothers, Peter 
and Andrew, left their nets and followed 
the Lord. They had met the Lord be- 
fore, for John tells us Andrew was one 
of the disciples who heard John the 
Baptist call Jesus the “Lamb of God.” 
And Andrew had gone at once to tell 
his brother Peter that he had found the 
Messiah. But this day by the sea, Jesus 
called them and they followed Him. And 
as He walked along a little farther, He 
saw two more brothers, James and John, 
sitting in their ship with their father, 
mending their nets. He called them, and 
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they left the fishing business in their 
father’s hands, and followed the Lord, 

Those were the first of the disciples to 
follow Jesus. He called cthers until He 
had twelve who walked with Him for 
almost three years. But long after He 
went back to His Father in Heaven, He 
continued to call people to follow Him 
and be His disciples, and people stiil 
leave their business and go where the 
Lord sends them. But some He calls to 
be disciples and stay where they are 
and serve Him there. He is still calling 
for disciples, is calling every one of you. 
You can begin to be His disciple as soon 
es ycu believe in Him and let His Spirit 
into your heart. Until you are grown, 
He will want you to stay with your 
father and mother and go to Sunday 
school and church, and learn all you 
can of His Wcrd. Then when you are 
grown, you must listen carefully and 
find out just where He wants you to 
serve Him. A lot of people have been 
in trouble all their lives because they 
didn’t go where the Lord called them to 
go. He has a place for each of us. We 
must listen and then follow. 

Fe ton, CALIF, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Why Andrew Was Remarkable.—Jesus 
said unto them, Come ye after me, and 
I will make you to become fishers of men 
(Mark 1:17, Golden Text). When a 
preacher was asked what he preached 
about on Sunday, he answered, “I 
preached about Andrew, and found him 
a most interesting character.” “What 
was there about him that was remark- 
able?” “Well, I do not suppose you 
would call him a great man, but the 
significant thing about him was that 
every time he is mentioned in Scripture, 
he was introducing someone to Jesus.” 
—From Tom M., Olson, in The Sunday 
Scheol Times. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
West Hill, Ont., Can, 


The Man Who Won DeWitt Talmag-.— 
Come ye after me, and I will make you to 
become fishers of men (Mark 1:17, 
Golden Text). As far as the work of the 
Rev. Truman Osborn is concerned, his 
name does not appear among the mighty 
preachers of his generation. No record 
is left of his life. He wrote no books. 
No riches were left by him. No honors 
were showered upon him. He lived the 
ordinary life of a circuit preacher. But 
he was not a failure! As a trophy he 
won for his Master a soul-winner and 
a leader of men, a preacher of note. The 
story is that on a cold night he was 
admitted to a home where the family sat 
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about the open fireplace. After conver- 
sation, the father asked the preacher to 
read and pray. He read the story of 
the ninety-and-nine and the one lost 
sheep, then asked the father if all his 
children were Christians. The father re- 
plied, “All but DeWitt.” Then Osborn 
looked down into the fire and made 
graphic the story of the storm, the 
mountains, the sheep in the fold, the one 
lost lamb, and the shepherd who risked 
his life to find and bring that one home. 
._,, That night, when he retired, DeWitt 
Talmage knew that the great Shepherd 
had found him, the lost sheep.—From 
the Bible Friend. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, David City, Nebr. 


When Temptation Often Strikes.—And 
there came a voice from heaven, saying, 
Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased. And immediately ... he 
was .. . tempted of Satan (Mark 1:11- 
13). Spiritual privileges do not save us 
from fiery trials. Indeed there is no 
time when Satan is so sure to come with 
his subtle aris as just when we have 
passed through some season of special 
blessing. When we go from our preyer 
closet after a time of tender communion 
he meets us at the door with some evil 
suggestion. It is after we have been 
nearest to God that we are sure to find 
the Devil ‘most active. He is not half 
so anxious to tempt worldly Christians 
as those who are glowing with spiritual 
zeal—From J. R. M., in an old devo- 
tional calendar. Sent by Mrs. A, E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


{mportant To Know the Source.—The 
Gospel of the kingdom (Mark 1:14), An 
old mining prespector was being solaced 
on his sickbed by a clergyman who told 
him of the Heavenly Jerusalem, the 
streets of which are paved with gold. 
“Excuse me, parson,” interrupted the 
dying man, “are you quoting from the 
prospectus or from the battery report?” 
—From the Literary Digest. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


The Book That Rebuked.—Repent ye, 
and believe the gospel (Mark 1:15). The 
steamship Baltic was en route from Eng- 
land to America. Standing on a table 
in the salon stood Charles Alexander, 
Gospel song leader. In that unusual 
setting was a coal mirer who was re- 
turning to his job in Pennsylvania. The 
song leader announced to the passen- 
gers, “There is a man here who wants 
to talk to you about some books!” Mr. 
Alexander than introduced George T. B. 
Davis of the Pocket Testament League, 
also announcing that out of his package 
he would give a New Testament to each 
person in the room who would promise 
to read it. The coal miner who was 
present declined to accept the offer, ex- 
plaining his seeming lack of interest by 
saying: “A Testament would get soiled 
in the coal pit.” Mr. Davis with a Tes- 
tament in his hand said, “When the Tes- 
tament becomes soiled on your job, let 
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me know, and I will give you a new 
one.” So the little book went on its way 
with the miner deep down in the coal 
pit. But it also went with him into 
the saloon. It began to rebuke the miner 
in the thought that whisky and God’s 
Word do not mix, so he put it in his 
desk. But each time the desk was 
opened, the Testament seemed to stare 
him in the face. But he could not let 
his liquor alone. Eleven months passed, 
and his Testament went back into his 
pocket with determination to say good- 
by to whisky forever. Years went by 
with the miner, and he and the little 
book were on the best of terms. It 
finally led to family worship and to a 
lovely Christian home.—From_ Free 
Methodist. Sent by Howard G. Wilcox. 
Kearney, Nebr. Prize illustration. 


It Takes All.—And straightway they for- 
sook their nets, and. followed him (Mark 
1:18). “Religion is for weaklings. It 
don’t take much of a man to be a Chris- 
tian,” said a cynic. “Maybe so,” re- 
marked another, “but it takes all there 
is of him.”—From the’ War Cry. Sent 
by Emma Fisk, Boonville, N. Y, 


Ms 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1119) 


1. The accession of Archelaus to the 
throne of Herod (Matt, 2:22, 23). 

2. See Matthew 3:15. 

3. An identification of Himself with us 
as sinners, that He might stand in our 
place and die for us. 

4. The Spirit of peace (represented by 
the dove) drives Jesus into conflict with 
Satan. 

5. Three times, so far as we have rec- 
ord: at His baptism, on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, and in the passage John 
12: 28-30. 

6. Every time it was in response to a 
new committal to the work of the cross. 
So it was .at His baptism, and see Luke 
9:31; John 12:24, 27, 28, 32. 

7. Right after great spiritual blessing 
(Mark 1:11, 12). 

8. When we are most beset by “wild 
beasts.” See Hebrews 1:14. 

9. No. Between verses 13 and 14 in- 
sert John 1:29 to 3:36, 

10. It applies to all, but not all will 
be required to quit their positions for 
desk and pulpit. The Lord will make it 
clear to those who listen. 

WHEATON, ILL, 
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To be willing to go in the way we 
should go rather than in the way we 
want to go usually involves teaching 
and discipline from God. He teaches us 
to profit. He loves us too well to let 
us take our own way to our detriment 
and hurt. His teaching precedes His 
leading.—Choice Gleanings Calendar, 
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Lesson for January 7 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 7 
Beginning Again 
(Phil. 3:13-17) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

AST week we saw something of the 
value of taking account of stock 
spiritually so that we might know 
whether or not we have grown in the 
year that has just closed. We saw also 
some of the provision that God has 
made for all who would yield their 
hearts completely to His will and let 
Him fill them completely with His Spirit. 
This week our topic directs our 
thought to the opportunity we have of 
making a fresh start in the new year 
and reaching heights that were not re- 
alized last year. Now there is a sense 
in which we cannot live over again the 
year that is past. We cannot now seize 
opportunities that presented themselves 
last year and that were allowed to pass 
unheeded. We cannot recall words and 
deeds that we now regret. But, by God’s 
grace we can go on from here to newer 
and better things, and it is to such a 
course that Paul urges us in the Scrip- 
ture portion chosen from Philippians for 
our lesson, 
ve 


Several obstacles to successfully pur- 
suing the best course are seen in this 
Scripture portion. The first is an atti- 
tude of having arrived (v. 13). God’s 
ideal for each of us is Christ Himself. 
No matter how complete our yieldedness 
or how sincere our devotion, none of us, 
in this life, ever attains to complete 
likeness to Him. None of us dares rest 
back in our accomplishments in the 
Christian life, for the best of us are far, 
far short of the goal God has set for us. 

we 

But, it is likewise fatal to dwell on 
past failures and shortcomings (v. 14). 
We should learn any lessons we can 
from the past. and then leave it behind 
and push on to the goal. Vain regrets 
and self-reproach over the past cut the 
nerve of action in the present. God has 
promised that if we confess to Him our 
failure and sin He will forgive us and 
cleanse us (1 John 1:9). Let us take 
Him at His word and go on from there 
with new zeal and new courage. He has 
promised to remember no more for ever 
our sins (Heb, 10:17). Let us not con- 
stantly drag into the present what God 
says He has put away and- forgotten 
through Christ’s provision on Calvary. 

ve 

Finally, a third. obstacle to progress 
may be the lack of sufficient desire and 
effort. Paul’s simile here is that of a 
runner in a foot race. He is not only 
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running, but leaning forward (v. 14), 
stretching out his body toward the goal 
and exerting every effort to win. So 
much of our Christian effort in these 
days bears the mark of an “also ran” in- 
stead of a winner. We are in the race, 
of course, but running in a lackadaisical 
manner that may well cause others to 
wonder whether we really want to win, 
or are just marking time. We are so 
easily diverted from the course by this 
or that that attracts our attention along 
the way. We so easily become weary 
in well doing and ready to slow down. 
In contrast is the runner with his eyes 
fixed on the goal, his body leaning for- 
ward as if to anticipate his arrival, and 
every nerve and muscle stretched to the 
limit to make the victory sure. 

As we begin a new year shall we not, 
by God’s grace, make this our determina- 
tion, laying aside every weight and sin 
(Heb, 12:1, 2), and keeping our eyes 
fixed on the “author and finisher of our 
faith,” through whom we can be more 
than conquerors (Rom, 8:37). 


PHILADELPHIA, 
Mg 


Children at Home 


Twelve Cents 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


(<4 INE, ten, eleven, twelve.” Carol 

counted the money in her new 
red purse. “One nickel and six —no, 
seven — pennies. Perhaps I might keep 
the nickel for an ice cream cone,” she 
thought. “But, no, that would leave 
only seven pennies. That’s not enough 
to give to the missionary.” 

Miss White, the missionary, was visit- 
ing in Carol’s home. She had spoken 
in church this morning, and told many 
interesting things about India, the coun- 
try where she had been living for years. 
Here in Carol’s home she had told much 
more, and had shown Carol things she 
had brought from India —a doll dressed 
like the little girls in her school, pic- 
tures of the schoolgirls, a tiny rope- 
strung cot such as they slept on, small 
samples of the pots and pans they used 
for cooking. There was an idol, too, an 
ugly figure with the body of a man, and 
four arms, but with the head of an 
elephant, 

“This is Ganesh,” Miss White told 
Carol. “Ganesh is called the god of wis- 
dom. People in India worship this god, 
and bring it gifts, asking it to guide 
them as they go on journeys, or plant 
crops, or build houses. They think 
Ganesh can drive away evil demons 
from their homes, or fields, or from 
among their cattle. They believe, if 
they aren’t good to the god, that he will 
allow naughty little imps to come into 
their houses, and fields, and among their 
cattle, to bring sickness and prevent 
crops from ripening, and do all sorts of 
damage.” 
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Carol laughed. “How silly!” she said. 
“Do the girls in your school worship 
Ganesh?” 

“Oh, no,” replied the missionary, “Ours 
is a Christian school, and all the girls 
who live in the school are from Chris- 
tian homes. There are some, however, 
whom we call day pupils. They come 
every day from the city, but they don’t 
live in the school. Some of them are 
Hindus, and believe in Ganesh and other 
gods. We hope they, too, will learn 
about Jesus, and give their hearts to 
Him. We sometimes go to their homes, 
to visit with their mothers, and teach 
them about Jesus.” 

Now Carol was remembering all these 
things, and was counting the money in 
her new red purse. She remembered, 
too, that the missionary had told them 
it took a lot of money to run a mission 
school. 

“Here,” she said, emptying the money 
into Miss White’s hand. “I want to help 
you tell the little girls more about 
Jesus.” 

The missionary looked at Carol’s gift. 
One nickel, five, six, seven pennies. Then 
she looked at Carol. “Do you really 
want to give it all, Carol?” she asked. 

Carol hesitated. She wanted to be 
perfectly truthful. “Well,” she said, 
finally, “I did want the nickel for an 
ice cream cone, but Jesus said to me, 
‘Give it all.’” é 

“Bless your heart!” said the mission- 
ary, as she kissed her. “I'll remember 
this gift was given by a dear little girl 
who loves Jesus, and wants other little 
children to learn about Him, so they 
will love Him, too.” 

The time came for Miss White to re- 
turn to her mission school in India. She 
did not forget Carol and her gift, After 
a long time she wrote a letter, and this 
is what Carol read: 

“Dear Carol: Do you remember the 
twelve cents you gave me? I'll tell you 
what I did with it, 

“When I returned from America I 
found a little Hindu girl, named Shanti, 
in our school. She lives in the city, 
and comes to the school every day. She 
had learned very fast. She had gal- 
loped through the primer in a hurry, 
and soon finished the first and second 
readers. After she and eleven other 
girls finished the third reader, I gave 
them awards, and that is where your 
twelve cents come in. With the money 
I bought twelve bright-colored Gospels 
— Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John— 
and twelve oranges, a book and an 
orange for each girl. All the girls were 
from Christian homes, except Shanti, 

“*Thank you,’ said Shanti, and wrap- 
ped the bright-colored little book, and 
the orange, with her slate and other 
books, in a red cloth, and carried the 
bundle home on her head. 

“Look, Mother, what I got as a 
prize!’ Shanti exclaimed, showing her 
mother the book and the orange. 

“Shanti’s mother examined the little 
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Bibles We have the new loose- 
leaf as well as 35 other 
styles to choose from. 


Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 


WANTED 


Woman supervisor for boys. References needed. 
Please write: 


THE GERRY HOMES - 





Gerry, New York 





S AY The new AMERICAN 
... COMMON SPEECH TRANSLATION 


of the Gospel of John is wonderful! It’s not 
just another modern speech translation; it’s 
a common speech translation. Even the common 
contractions like ‘“‘won't,’’ ‘isn’t,"’ ete., are 
used. There's nothing else like it! When you 
read it, you'll want everyone else to read it. 
Youngsters and young people think it’s great. You can get 
the unsaved to read it, too. It’s in the language they 
understand. - 
Don’t miss getting some! They cost only $1 for 12; 
$3 for 50; $5.50 for 100. Order from e Life M - 
gers, Dept. $-55, Box 515, Seattie 11, Wash. Do it now! 


PULPIT COWNS 


Choir Gowns—Choir Cassocks and Cottas 
Cc ion Li —Table Scarves 
Pulpit Hangings and Bible. Markers 


Prices and samples sent on request 


14 West 40th Street 
é. M. HALL, Inc., New York 18, N. Y. 
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Bethel Children’s Home 
Box619 - - Jackson, Kentucky 


A refuge for neglected boys and girls in the 
hills of Kentucky. 


Thoroughly Christian. A faith work. 
Literature furnished on request. 
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big double value! 

















Daily Seri ions for children. Cards 
printed on both sides, illustrated. Scripture text 
on front, i verse on back. 48 brilli- 
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A NEW EDITION OF 


A Chemist and His Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D.,Sc.D., LL.D. 

A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc- 
tor of Research of one of the world’s 
largest industrial corporations. 

Now in its third edition, bringingit upto 
date in view of later discoveries in the field 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 


Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N, 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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book. ‘I wish I could read,’ she sighed. 

“‘T’ll read some for you,’ said Shanti, 
and opened the little book, which was 
the Gospel of Luke, to the story which 
tells how Jésus gave back to a poor 
widow her dead son, alive. 

“‘Who is this Lord who has done such 
a thing?’ asked Shanti’s mother. ‘Who- 
ever heard of anyone bringing the dead 
back to life? Ganesh, Ram, Sita — none 
of our gods can do that.’ 

“It is the Lord Jesus,’ replied Shanti. 
‘He is the God the Christians worship.’ 

“‘So many gods! Who can worship 
them all?’ 

“*At school, they say there is only one 
God. This book tells about Him.’ 

“*Yes, He is the same of whom the 
missionary has told me,’ said Shanti’s 
mother, 

“Shanti loved to read her little book. 
Her mother -liked to listen, too, and 
sometimes even Shanti’s father listened. 
He was proud to have a daughter who 
could read so well. 

“Well, just as it is in America, there 
are many children here who come from 
Christian homes, yet really haven’t taken 
Jesus into their hearts. We have been 
trying very hard to bring all the girls 
in our school so close to the Lord Jesus 
Christ that they will really open their 
hearts to Him. I have been especially 
anxious that this class of girls to whom 
the Gospels were given would give their 
hearts to Him, and have been made very 
happy when one after another has told 
me she really and truly wanted to let 
the Lord Jesus come into her heart. Only 
Shanti was left, this little Hindu girl 
whose gods have been dumb idols like 
Ganesh, the elephant god. 

“And now, what do you think! Yes- 
terday Shanti stayed after the Bible les- 
son, and came to me. 

“‘Miss Sahiba,’ she said, ‘I, too, love 
the Lord Jesus.’ 

“Do you, Shanti?’ I asked. 
you know you do?’ 

“‘Well,’ said Shanti, ‘when I used to 
bring my offerings to Ganesh, or to 
Sitala, the smallpox goddess, I was al- 
ways afraid, never happy. But when 
we sing the song you taught us: 

Come into my heart, Lord Jesus; 

Come in today, come in to stay; 

Come into my heart, Lord Jesus; 
then I am never afraid, and something 
makes me warm and happy inside. And 
Miss Sahiba, my mother loves Him, too. 
When I read the story of the Lord Jesus 
dying on the cross, she said: “Did Ram, 
or Sita, or Ganesh, or any of the other 
gods die for us? This one, Jesus, has 
done more than they all.”’ 

“So, Carol, you see what your twelve 
cents have helped to do. Isn’t this worth 
more than a whole lot of ice cream 
cones?” 

And, as Carol read the letter, she 
thought, “Yes, indeed !” 

New WILMINGTON, Pa, 


‘How do 





December 23, 1950 
With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





The Jew in the Plan of God. By Rob- 
ert L. Evans. (Loizeaux Bros., New York 
10; $2.25.) The winnowed result of a 
life-long absorption in prophecy, this 
book regarding the past, present, and 
future of Israel, as revealed in the Bible, 
though offering nothing particularly 
new, serves as a most helpful com- 
pendium of information on that subject. 
Dispensational in viewpoint, it adheres 
to the literalistic interpretation of Scrip- 
ture and opposes any attempt to spir- 
itualize the Old Testament predictions. 
Thus, for example, Dr. Evans writes: 
“The prophetical promises delivered to 
the prophet Isaiah regarding Israel’s 
future blessings are so clear and posi- 
tive in their statements, and, studied 
in the light of their context, they can by 
no law of sane exegesis be applied to 
any other people than Israel restored to 
the favor of God.” Loyally following 
out this hermenutical canon, Dr, Evans 
first engages in a concise review of Jew- 
ish history down to the time of our 
Lord, and then proceeds to discuss very 
clearly such matters as Israel’s future 
restoration, anti-Semitism, the relation- 
ship between Christianity and Judaism, 
modern Zionism, and the significance of 
the recently established state of Israel. 
In short, there is perhaps no more com- 
prehensive treatment of this whole mat- 
ter now available. 


As the Stars Forever. By Joyce Berg- 
gren. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $2.) Terry pouted ador- 
ably when Dan declared he could not 
take her .to the Sunday night alumnae 
dance. For he had promised an old 
school pal who had turned “religious,” 
to look in on his church service at 
that time. Dan kept his word, and the 
Sunset Avenue Y. P. went fishing for 
his soul— landed him, too. The reper- 
cussions were most unexpected. When 
Dan’s aristocratic father learned of his 
son’s decision, his anger blew him out 
of the house. And Terry was no less 
furious. But Matthew Dunning, hard- 
boiled business executive who had been 
won to Christ before Dan, offered the 
boy a home, and the Lord found him a 
job. Then he settled down to fish for 
Terry’s soul. But it was old Matthew 
who persuaded her to attend Dan’s new 
church. Here she fell in love, first with 
the Y. P. president and much later with 
the Lord Jesus. Dan also had a fall— 
into the heart of the vice-president, 
Gretchen Larrabie. But not even the 
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wedding softened the father’s proud 
heart —it took death to do that. One 
feels thaf such a strong witness could 
never stop with the story, but shine on 
and on with those who gave it—as the 
stars forever. 


Uncle Al’s Adventures in Africz. 
Adapted by Aunt Theresa Worman. 
(Moody Press, Chicago .10; 50 cents, 
paper.) The Mitchell family, mission- 
aries in West Africa, were in grave dan- 
ger. The natives were dying of some 
dread disease, and the witch doctor in- 
sisted that the white people were to 
blame for it. “Give me three weeks,” 
cried Mr. Mitchell, “and I'll get medi- 
cine here that will cure your sick!” 
An air letter to U. S. A. brought Uncle 
Al and the medicine just in time. Mean- 
while, young Jimmy Mitchell had got 
himself lost once and found twice — 
that last being a spiritual finding. Then 
God helped him to cure the African 
chief’s son when everyone else had 
failed. Others were healed also, and in 
great anger the witch doctor called in 
the leopard men. They burned the new 
church and, having captured both Uncle 
Al and Mr. Mitchell, carried them to 
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the jungle House of Death. But the 
Lord sent deliverance in time to bring 
about the unmasking and arrest of the 
leopard men, so at last the death drums 
were silenced and the back of heathen- 
ism broken. A fine missionary story for 
Junior work. 
Ww 


When the Wind is Sown 


(Continued from second page) 


the Bible is taught to the children and 
young people. 

We who are standing for the truth 
know something of Paul’s feelings and 
experience, though most of us fall far 
short of his utter disregard of this 
world’s honors, and his singleness of aim 
in serving, the Lord Jesus. But, like him, 
we aim to fulfill our ministry “by the 
word of truth, by the power of God, 
by the armour of righteousness on the 
right hand and on the left.” We suffer 
“dishonour” and “evil report” and are 
considered “deceivers” in the world. We 
are “unknown” in the world, and yet 
“well known” to each other; “as sorrow- 
ful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet 
making many rich; as having nothing, 
and yet possessing all things” (2 Cor. 
6: 7-10). 

Let us not therefore be discouraged 
or shrink from the offense of the Cross. 
Sin is the root of all the trouble in this 
world. The only remedy for sin is the 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
only protection against the fierce tempta- 
tions of these days is that boys and girls, 
men and women, be made new creatures 
in Christ and taught to trust Him mo- 
ment by moment for victory. Let us be 
“stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as 
ye know that your labour is not in vain 
in the Lord” (1 Cor, 15:58). Let us keep 
on sowing the incorruptible seed of “the 
word of God, which liveth and abideth 
for ever” (1 Pet. 1:23), and wait patiently 
and hopefully for the coming of the Lord, 
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For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
January 1 to 7 

Mon.—Isaiah 40:1-5. 
The Prophet Speaks of John. 
PRAYER SuccEsTIoNs: “The voice of him 
that crieth in the wilderness.” God chal- 
lenges man to foretell events of future 
years. The fulfilled prophecies of the 
Bible indicate infinite knowledge. Only 
an all-knowing, eternal being can de- 
clare things to come. The prophecies 
concerning John the Baptist and Christ 
could never have been made by man, 
Time, place, manner, and ministries care- 
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MORE INCOME for You! 
MORE BIBLES for All! 
MORE PEACE for the World! 


Many parts of the universe are seething 
with turmoil as revolution and commu- 
nism spread from land to land. Fortu- 
nately for the peace of the world, some 
areas where religions have been upset, 
such as Japan, are turning to Christianity, 
and asking for Bibles. 

You can grasp this golden opportunity 
—and help yourself at the same time— 
by purchasing an American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreement. Under this great 
Christian Plan you receive financial secur- 
ity, at the same time help spread the Word 
of God. 

You can make no better investment. You 
receive a generous, regular income which 
never varies even when times are bad— 


and which can be passed on to your sur- . 


vivor if you so arrange. 

Learn how this remarkable Christian 
Plan, which is doing so much for the 
world, can become a very advantageous 
Life Plan for you! 

Vail This Coupon Today Without Fail! 


American Bible Society, 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 


Please send me, without obligation, your 
booklet 22$§ entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
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fully detailed could never have been 
made years, not to say centuries before 
they occurred. Fulfilled prophecy is a 
mighty proof of the divine inspiration 
of the Bible. Pray that a new wave of 
Bible reading will spread over our land. 


Tues.—Mark 1:1-8. 
The Preaching of John -the Baptist. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Prepare ye the 
Lord, make his paths 
straight.” This is the path of the Bap- 
tist preaching, and it should be that of 
every revival-seeking minister. The way 
of the Lord must still be prepared. Paths 
for His visitation of any individual or 
family or church must be made straight. 
While God originates true revivals, men 
of God only can be employed in promot- 
ing them. And this promotion must be 
wholly under the Lord’s direction. The 
only way in which any man can co- 
operate with God in promoting them is 
by conforming to His will in heart and 
action. Such human and divine union 
is necessary for a work of the Spirit. 
Pray for such preparation for revival 
in your church and community. 


Wed.—Mark 1:9-11. The Baptism of Jesus. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus . . . was 
baptized of John in Jordan.” Jesus 
obeyed the will of the Father delivered 
by John the Baptist, being baptized of 
him in Jordan. He did always those 
things which pleased His Father. He 
sets us an example of submission to 
every ordinance of God. If we love Him 
truly, we will walk even as He walked 
(1 John 2:6). The last command of 
Christ to His apostles mentions baptism 
(Matt. 28:19, 20). Pray for the American 
Tract Society, 21 W. 46th St., New 


York 19. . 


Thurs.—Mark 1:12, 13. 
The Temptation of Jesus. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The _ spirit 
driveth him into the wilderness. And 
he was there in the wilderness forty 
days, tempted of Satan; and was with 
the wild beasts; and the angels minis- 
tered unto him.” Mark covers the forty 
days of Christ’s temptation in a few 
words: but those words let us see that 
it was a trial that ended in Heaven- 
moving victory, and also of our assur- 
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ance of triumph through His grace. The 
“all points” temptation of Christ, glori- 
ously ending in Satan’s utter defeat, in- 
sures our being succored by Him in our 
temptations (1 Cor. 10:13). Pray for the 
staff and all departments of THe SuNDAy 
ScHoo. TIMEs. 


Fri—Hebrews 2:14-18. Tempted 
That He Might Help the Tempted. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “For in that he 
himself hath suffered being tempted, he 
is able to succour them that are 
tempted.” Some of the titles of Christ 
indicate certain features in His saving 
work. He is called the Captain of our 
salvation, Shepherd, Commander, Coun- 
sellor, Horn of our salvation, Leader, 
Lord, Mighty in Battle, and the like; and 
as such He meets our necessities in the 
temptations and conflicts of life. Suc- 
corer in temptation is He. The whisper 
of His name, the mention of His atoning 
blood, in such hours often dispel dark- 
ness and the oppression of the Devil. 
“When I cry unto thee, then shall mine 
enemies turn back: this I know; for God 
is for me” (Psa, 56:9). Pray for the 
President of THE Sunpay Scuoo. TIMEs 
— who is also the Editor. 


Sat.—Mark 1:14, 15. 
Jesus Begins His Ministry. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom of God. The place and the 
proclamation were both according to 
prophecies. The people that dwelt in 
darkness and the shadow of death had 
light brought to them, and the sweetest 
news that ever came to man was brought 
to them (and also made available to us) 
by Christ the first preacher cf the Gos- 
pel. And this Gospel is the universal 
necessity of mankind. It is the power of 
God to every one that believeth the 
testimony God has given to us in His 
Son. Redemption from the curse of the 
Law by the Son of God who loved us 
and gave Himself for us is sweet news 
to all under the guilt and power of sin 
and Satan. Pray for more Gospel 
preaching, 


Sun.—Galatians 4:1-7. 
When the Time Had Fully Come. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When the ful- 
ness of the time was come, God sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that 
were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons.” Had 
Christ come earlier cr later He would 
not have appeared in the fullness of 
time. The first advent, as the second, 
fixed by the foreknowledge and de- 
termination of God, are wonders of 
divine wisdom. The events of these 
periods reveal that God is a God of 
knowledge, and that all His works are 
done in truth. He who came as the 
babe of Bethlehem will come as the 
King of kings and Lord of lords in 
the time God shall choose. Pray for 
the speedy return of Christ, 
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